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The Citizen staff

wenty years ago, Auburn Public Theater was born.

The downtown arts and community space will celebrate that birthday with a

special event, Cheers to Twenty Years, at 6 p.m. Monday, Dec. 8, at the 8 Exchange

St. theater's Stage Right space. 

The event will include light food, a toast, a cinematic recap of the theater's history,

blues harp by Chris Molloy, a cash bar and building tours. It is free and open to the

public.

The theater was founded by Angela Daddabbo and Carey Eidel in the former Paul's

Pocket Billiards and Grant's Department Store in December 2005. Since then they,

the theater's staff and volunteers have offered a diverse array of live music, theater,

film, stand-up comedy and other events year-round while extensively renovating the

space. It now boasts a Main Stage theater, the Stage Right cabaret space, a cinema, a

newly redone lower level with a 3,800-square-foot event space called the Owasco

Room, and sister business Cafe 108, which supports the nonprofit theater. 

Coffee chain making splash in Auburn with free drinks, deliveries

How anonymous tips, traffic stops and fake Social Security numbers led to
ICE raid at Cayuga County factory

Police: Auburn man wanted for theft at Bass Pro was already in jail

Colorado man gets 2 years in federal prison for threatening to kill Cayuga
County man

From left, Auburn Public Theater Artistic Producing Director Angela Daddabbo, Executive Assistant and Regrants
Coordinator Dominic Gambaiani, Facilities Director Brian Anderson, Marketing/Technical Coordinator Teddy Brill,
Managing Director Janie Anderson and Director of Finance & Grants Carey Eidel stand in the newly renovated
space in the lower level of the downtown facility.
Kevin Rivoli, The Citizen
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"This is no longer a flash in the pan," Daddabbo told The Citizen in December 2024.

"This is something that the entire community literally has invested in. ... There's

ownership, there's a sense of participation and belonging."

Eidel added, "We've devoted a good part of our lives to renovating this building and

creating through Angela's vision a public institution that we hope can last for

generations."

For more information, visit auburnpublictheater.org or call (315) 253-6669.

Auburn Public Theater turns 10: Its founders talk expansion, future programs, surprises,
misfires and more
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Vendors sell their wares before the start of the Alter Egos Fall Fashion Show in the Owasco Room at Auburn
Public Theater on Nov. 1.

Kevin Rivoli, The Citizen
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